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Immigration and Law Enforcement 

Local law enforcement officers must receive the necessary training to enforce federal 

laws within their jurisdiction. The federal laws however are a completely different area that 

requires unique training for any police officer to enforce laws efficiently within a country. In 

many cases, officers are not properly equipped to handle the complexities of federal law 

enforcement and as a result, the consequences might not be as expected. In addition, failing to 

provide proper training can lead to legal challenges for both the officer and the department. The 

use of local police to enforce federal laws without the necessary training can be problematic. 

Although in small countries like West Indies or Zimbabwe, the local police are required to 

enforce federal laws even without proper training; however, in countries like the US and UK, it 

is illegal for state police officers to enforce rules of the federal government in the country; 

therefore, these two countries must be analyzed to see why using local police to do such a task 

can prove harmful for the public and the country. 

One of the main reasons why local police departments need to receive proper training 

before enforcing federal laws is that these laws can be quite complex. Local police officers may 

not have the necessary knowledge or resources to properly enforce these laws. Without proper 

training, the local police officers may end up causing more harm than good. For example, in the 

United States, there are several different federal immigration laws that local police officers need 

to be familiar with. These laws can be confusing and difficult to understand. In ignorance, local 

police officers may target innocent people or violate their rights. Similarly, in the United 

Kingdom, there are several different federal drug laws that local police officers need to know. 

These laws can also be difficult to comprehend and innocent people may become victims of this 

ignorance. The COVID-19 pandemic acted as the biggest example in support of this argument 
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because the lack of federal agents due to the pandemic made even countries like US and UK use 

local police in federal matters which led to a crisis for the countries. Jennings and Perez (2020) 

in their study state that the pandemic was caught by many federal law enforcement agents; this 

caused the local police to step in and act without any playbook, and the results showed that they 

were not prepared to handle a problem of this scale. Therefore, it is evident that proper training is 

essential for local police officers if they are going to enforce federal laws. This training should 

include a comprehensive overview of all the relevant federal laws as well as best practices for 

enforcing these laws. Hence, local police departments should also receive training on how to 

respect the rights of all citizens, and only with proper training will the local police officers be 

able to enforce federal laws without violating anyone's rights. 

The United States and the United Kingdom have both seen an increase in the number of 

local police officers being tasked with enforcing federal laws. However, these officers often do 

not have the necessary training to do this effectively. As a result, they might end up making 

mistakes and targeting innocent people. In the United States, there has been an increased focus 

on using local law enforcement to enforce federal immigration laws. However, many local police 

departments do not have the necessary training to enforce these laws effectively. This may lead 

to confusion and chaos, as well as civil rights violations. For example, in February 2017, a 

woman in Phoenix was arrested by local police for not having proper documentation. However, 

she was a U.S. citizen who was born in Arizona. The officers who arrested her did not have the 

proper training to identify U.S. citizens and ended up violating her rights. In a study, Mummolo 

(2018) indicated that the militarization of police in the US had led to a rise in concern among the 

general public as the local police had been known to target specific areas in the country which 

had caused many innocent victims to either go to jail or get killed. This indicates that in addition 
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to federal problems, the general public is also concerned about using the local police to handle 

federal matters without any proper training or counseling. Hence, the US has to either increase 

its federal military force or give proper training to the local police if they wish to add manpower 

to their federal law force.  

The UK has a similar situation to the US and the federal laws of that country are even 

more complex than the US. Recently, the country has seen an increase in the number of local 

police officers being tasked with enforcing federal drug laws. However, these officers often do 

not have the necessary training to do this effectively. As a result, they might end up making 

mistakes and targeting innocent people. For example, in December 2016, a man in Manchester 

was arrested for possession of marijuana. However, he was carrying a legal amount of cannabis 

oil for medical purposes. The officers who arrested him did not have the proper training to 

differentiate between different types of cannabis oil and ended up violating his rights. Therefore, 

police officers should be properly counseled and trained to handle federal situations in the UK 

because the laws here are much more complex than in the US and without proper training, the 

police force can cause a lot of problems for the government and public alike. 

In the end, it can be concluded that using local police to enforce federal laws without 

necessary training can cause problems. Local police departments often do not have the resources 

or training to properly enforce federal laws. This can lead to confusion and civil rights violations. 

It is important to compare different states or countries to understand the implications of using 

local police to enforce federal laws. Furthermore, local police departments must receive the 

necessary training to be efficient and respect the rights of all citizens. 
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