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Persuasive Speech on Smoking Outline 

I. Introduction 

1. Attention Grabber: Start with a shocking statistic or fact, e.g., “Every year, smoking 

kills more than 8 million people worldwide.” 

2. Purpose Statement: To persuade the audience that smoking should be banned in public 

places. 

3. Preview of Main Points: 

o Smoking harms non-smokers 

o It damages the environment 

o It imposes a financial burden on individuals and society 

 

II. The Dangers of Second-Hand Smoke 

1. Health Impact on Non-Smokers: 

o Second-hand smoke causes asthma, bronchial infections, and lung diseases. 

o Mention how many people, especially children and those with respiratory 

conditions, are at risk. 

2. Support with Evidence: Reference studies showing the effects of second-hand smoke. 

 

III. Environmental Impact 

1. Pollution from Cigarette Waste: 

o Cigarette butts pollute waterways, beaches, and soil. 

o Harmful chemicals from cigarettes affect wildlife, such as fish and 

microorganisms. 

2. Support with Evidence: Cite studies on cigarette waste and its effects on ecosystems. 

 

IV. Financial Burden 

1. Cost to Smokers: 

o Smoking is expensive, and the financial burden increases with rising prices of 

cigarettes. 

o Many smokers fall into a financial trap. 

2. Cost to Society: 

o The healthcare costs associated with smoking-related diseases. 

o Mention CDC data on the annual financial burden. 
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V. Smoking and Premature Aging 

1. Impact on Physical Appearance: 

o Smoking accelerates aging by depriving skin of oxygen and nutrients. 

o Women are particularly concerned with the effects on their appearance, such as 

wrinkles. 

2. Support with Evidence: Reference studies from dermatology experts on the link 

between smoking and aging. 

 

VI. Counterarguments 

1. Freedom of Choice: 

o Address the argument that smoking is a personal choice. 

2. Rebuttal: 

o Personal choices should not harm others. The right to clean air outweighs the 

freedom to smoke in public. 

 

VII. Conclusion 

1. Restate Main Points: Smoking harms non-smokers, damages the environment, and 

burdens society financially. 

2. Call to Action: Encourage support for public smoking bans to protect health and the 

environment. 

3. Closing Remark: End with a powerful statement, e.g., “A smoke-free world is a 

healthier and cleaner world for all.” 

 


