Critical Analysis Essay Sample

Moral relativism is a significant philosophical concept. It holds that morality is relative, depending on the
context and culture in which it exists. It claims that right and wrong are not universal, but rather vary
based on an individual’s beliefs and values. This essay will explore the implications of moral relativism by
examining the arguments for and against it.

The main argument for moral relativism is that morality varies from one society to another and is
subject to change. This view is based on the belief that each culture has its own set of values and beliefs,
which shape their interpretation of right and wrong. For example, some cultures think that polygamy is
acceptable while others consider it immoral. This suggests that morality is not fixed, but rather evolves
with each society. Thus, one cannot say definitively whether something is right or wrong since it
depends on the prevailing beliefs and principles of that particular culture.

On the other hand, there are several arguments against moral relativism. First, it implies that all cultures
are equally valid and should be respected regardless of the moral standards they may hold. This is a
controversial belief since some cultures can condone practices that are widely considered wrong, such
as slavery and female genital mutilation. Second, moral relativism could be used to justify terrible acts of
violence and oppression, as it gives people an excuse to ignore universal ethical principles. Third, it
implies that morality is subjective, meaning there can be no universally agreed-upon standards for what
is right and wrong.

In conclusion, moral relativism raises complex issues that cannot be easily resolved. It does offer a useful
perspective on how morality varies from one culture to another, but it also has dangerous implications.
It could be used to justify appalling acts and undermine universal ethical principles. Ultimately, it is up to
each individual to decide whether or not moral relativism should be embraced or rejected.
Nevertheless, it remains an important concept and deserves careful consideration.



