
Critical Analysis Essay Example  

For this critical analysis essay example, let’s take a look at the poem “Introduction to Poetry” by Billy 

Collins.  

The poem begins with the speaker asking his students to “close their eyes and feel/ the way the words 

sound on their tongues as they read aloud.” The speaker encourages the students to engage with the 

poem in a physical, sensory way.  

The speaker then goes on to discuss different ways of appreciating poetry. He talks about “tasting” it, 

“breathing” it, and even “listening” to it like music. All these images emphasize the idea that poetry is 

something to be experienced, not just read.  

The speaker then transitions into the idea that there isn’t a single right way to interpret a poem. He talks 

about how “each reader will find his own meaning in it.” This concept is important because it 

acknowledges that different readers can have different perspectives and interpretations of the same 

piece.  

The poem ends with the speaker returning to his original point—that poetry should be experienced on a 

sensory level. He says “drop all your preconceptions/ and let it wash over you.” This line emphasizes the 

idea that poetry should not be viewed as a static object but rather something that is experienced in the 

moment.  

This critical analysis essay example highlights how Collins’ poem encourages readers to engage with 

poetry on a physical and sensory level, while also acknowledging that there are multiple interpretations 

of a single poem. The poem serves as an important reminder that poetry can be enjoyed and 

understood in many different ways. Ultimately, this is what makes poetry so special—its ability to 

transcend individual readers and connect us all.  

The poem serves as an important reminder that poetry is something to be experienced, not just read. In 

today’s fast-paced world, it can be easy to forget how powerful and meaningful poetry can be when we 

take the time to appreciate it. Collins’ poem encourages readers to slow down and engage with poetry 

through all of their senses, allowing them to appreciate its beauty and complexity. As this critical 

analysis essay example has demonstrated, “Introduction to Poetry” is an important reminder that there 

isn’t a single right way to interpret a poem—it can be experienced in many different ways. Ultimately, 

this is what makes poetry so special—its ability to transcend individual readers and connect us all.  

In conclusion, Billy Collins’ poem “Introduction to Poetry” encourages readers to slow down and 

appreciate poetry on a physical, sensory level while acknowledging that there are multiple 

interpretations of a single poem. Collins’ poem serves as an important reminder that poetry is 

something to be experienced, not just read and analyzed. This critical analysis essay example has 

demonstrated how powerful and meaningful poetry can be when we take the time to appreciate it. 

Ultimately, this is what makes poetry so special—its ability to transcend individual readers and connect 

us all.  

 

In conclusion, Billy Collins’ poem “Introduction to Poetry” is a powerful reminder that poetry should be 

experienced and appreciated through all of our senses. By encouraging readers to engage with the 



poem in a physical, sensory way and acknowledging that there are multiple interpretations of a single 

poem, Collins emphasizes the idea that poetry can be enjoyed and understood in many different ways. 

This critical analysis essay example highlights how powerful and meaningful poetry can be when we take 

the time to appreciate it, as it has the ability to transcend individual readers and connect us all. 

Ultimately, this is what makes poetry so special—its unique ability to evoke emotion and inspire 

thought. 


