
How To Write An Essay Outline 

 

An essay outline can help you organize your thoughts and decide on a structure for your essay. It’s a 

useful tool that can help make the writing process much simpler than it would be without an outline.  

Here are some steps to help you create an effective essay outline:  

1. Start by brainstorming and jotting down ideas for your essay. Think about what the essay will be 

about and what points you want to make throughout the paper. Write down any key words or phrases 

that come to mind as well. 

2. Decide on a structure for your essay outline – either chronological, topical, or thematic. This helps 

organize your thoughts into an easy-to-follow format. 

3. Draw up a list of the main points you want to make in your essay. This can include facts, quotes, and 

other evidence that will support your argument. 

4. Group related ideas together into sections or subsections, depending on how complex your topic is 

and how many points you want to make. 

5. Add supporting details and examples to each point. These will help explain your main points and give 

readers a better understanding of the topic. 

6. Finally, revise your essay outline and make sure it is organized properly and makes sense. Make any 

necessary changes or revisions before you begin writing the final draft of your paper. 

 

I. Intro  

A. Background information on the topic  

B. Thesis statement 

II. Body  

A. Point 1 – Main point and supporting details/examples  

B. Point 2 – Main point and supporting details/examples  

C. Point 3 – Main point and supporting details/examples  

III. Concluding paragraph  

A. Restate the thesis statement in different words  

B. Summarize the main points of the essay  

C. Final thoughts or call to action 

 



This outline can be used as a guide to help you develop your essay. Be sure to revise and edit it before 

you begin writing the final draft of your paper. 

 


