
MLA Argumentative Essay Outline 

I. Introduction  

A. Hook: Start off by posing a question that will grab readers’ attention and make them want to read 

more.  

B. Background: Present some background information on the topic, such as its history or current context 

in society.  

C. Thesis Statement: Clearly state your opinion on the topic and why it is important.  

II. Body Paragraphs  

A. Point One: Present evidence that supports your opinion, such as facts, statistics, or quotes from 

experts in the field.  

B. Counterargument: Address one opposing view to show readers you have considered both sides of the 

issue. 

C. Point Two: Add another example to support your opinion, along with additional evidence if needed.  

D. Counterargument: Address another opposing view, and explain why this argument is not valid or 

relevant to your point.  

E. Point Three: Include any final thoughts that you may have on the topic, as well as any additional 

evidence that may further support your opinion.  

III. Conclusion  

A. Summary: Summarize the points made in your essay.  

B. Impact Statement: Explain why this topic is important and how it affects readers or the wider world.  

C. Call to Action: Encourage readers to take action on this issue in some way.  

D. Final Thought: Leave readers with a thought-provoking idea or statement that will make them 

consider the topic further.  

E. Closing Statement: End your essay with a memorable line or phrase that reasserts your opinion.  

IV. Works Cited Page  

A. List all sources used in MLA format, including any quotes or paraphrases taken from your sources.  

B. Include additional resources such as media files if appropriate.  

C. Ensure that all entries are accurate and properly formatted according to MLA guidelines. 


