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Persuasive Essay about Gun Control 

Gun control is one of the most controversial and divisive issues in American politics today. As mass 

shootings continue to devastate our nation, it is becoming increasingly clear that something must be 

done to address the issue of gun violence in the United States. It is important for citizens to understand 

why gun control measures are necessary and what these proposed laws would do to help ensure gun 

safety in our country. 

Proponents of gun control believe that measures like universal background checks, waiting periods for 

gun purchases, closing the “gun show loophole” and other steps would reduce the number of mass 

shootings and homicides by making it more difficult to obtain guns illegally. They argue that if we make 

it harder to obtain firearms, it is less likely that criminals and other dangerous people will be able to get 

them. Furthermore, they believe that the availability of guns has a direct correlation to crime rates and 

that reducing the number of available guns would reduce these rates. 

On the other side of the argument, opponents of gun control point out that stricter laws would only 

prevent law-abiding citizens from obtaining firearms, while criminals would still find ways to acquire 

them illegally. They argue that gun control measures infringe upon their Second Amendment rights and 

that criminals would still get guns regardless of legislation. Additionally, they often argue that the root 

cause of gun violence is mental illness or poverty and not the availability of firearms. 

In order to make progress on this issue, it is important to recognize both sides of the argument. While it 

is true that stricter regulations may prevent some individuals from acquiring firearms legally, this does 

not mean that they are ineffective. The truth is that gun control measures such as universal background 

checks and waiting periods can save lives by making it more difficult for dangerous individuals to obtain 

firearms. Furthermore, it is important to address the underlying causes of gun violence such as poverty 

and mental illness so that we can reduce the number of shootings in our country. 

Ultimately, gun control is an issue that will not be resolved overnight. It is essential for citizens to stay 

informed and to understand the arguments from both sides in order to make progress on this important 

issue. By doing so, we can work together towards a safer future for all Americans. 
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