
Argumentative Essay About Abortion In The Philippines 

 

In the Philippines, abortion is currently illegal under most circumstances. However, this has not 

always been the case. In fact, before 1972, there were no laws regulating abortion in the country. 

This allowed individuals to have access to safe and affordable abortions when they wanted or 

needed them. 

 

However, in 1972 a law was passed criminalizing abortion, regardless of the reason for it. The 

punishment for committing an illegal abortion ranges from two months to six years in prison 

depending on the severity of the situation. The law also made it more difficult for women to get 

access to contraception and family planning services, thus exacerbating unplanned pregnancies 

which can lead to abortions as well as health risks for mothers and their unborn children. 

 

There are many arguments for and against the legalization of abortion in the Philippines. Those 

who are in favor of legalizing abortion argue that it would reduce deaths due to unsafe abortions, 

decrease maternal mortality rates, give women greater control over their own bodies, promote 

gender equity, and provide more opportunities for family planning and contraception. Proponents 

also cite human rights issues as a reason why abortion should be available as a legal option.  

 

On the other hand, those opposed to legalizing abortion believe that it would increase 

promiscuity among both men and women, violate religious beliefs about life beginning at 

conception, threaten the mother's physical and emotional health (including potentially leading to 



Post-Abortion Syndrome), create an industry out of exploiting poor pregnant women by selling 

them abortions they can't afford and weaken the family unit.  

 

Ultimately, it is up to the Filipino people to decide what is best for their nation when it comes to 

abortion. However, it should also be noted that making abortion legal does not necessarily mean 

that there will be a rise in abortions as some might fear. Instead, having access to safe and 

affordable reproductive healthcare is likely to reduce abortions by providing women with 

additional resources and education about family planning. Therefore, the issue of legalizing 

abortion in the Philippines should be carefully considered by all stakeholders involved before 

any decisions are made. With thoughtful discussion and analysis, Filipinos may find a way 

forward that works for everyone. 

 


